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Dear	Delegates,
 
Greetings!	здравствуйте!	ласкаво	просимо!		
	
Welcome	to	MICSUN	IX	and	the	Russo-Ukrainian	War,	2016	Crisis	Committee.		
	
My	 name	 is	 Julia	 Sanbe,	 and	 I	 will	 be	 your	 chair	 for	 the	 duration	 of	 this	 weekend.	 I	 am	 currently	 a	
sophomore	at	the	University	of	Miami.	In	regard	to	my	majors,	I	 like	to	joke	that	I	have	all	the	“infinity	
stones”	of	the	Communication	School.	I	am	a	double	major	in	creative	advertising	and	journalism	with	a	
minor	in	motion	pictures.	I	have	been	a	proud	member	of	the	University	of	Miami	Model	United	Nations	
team	 since	my	 first	 semester	 freshman	 year	 in	 Fall	 2019.	 I	 also	 serve	 as	 art	 director	 for	 our	 school’s	
newspaper,	The	Miami	Hurricane,	and	am	a	sister	of	Delta	Kappa	Alpha,	the	national	co-ed	cinematic	arts	
fraternity.			
	
Outside	of	school,	you	can	probably	catch	me	doing	a	few	hobbies.	I	am	an	artist	and	love	to	draw,	sculpt,	
paint,	or	do	just	about	anything	I	can	get	my	hands	on.	I	also	play	the	wonderful	instrument	known	as	viola,	
which	for	all	my	non-orchestra	familiar	friends	is	basically	the	mid-range	instrument	between	the	deeper	
cello	and	the	higher	pitched	violin.	Lastly,	I	love	playing	video	games,	namely	anything	Nintendo.	You	can	
usually	catch	me	playing	a	game	of	Smash	with	my	friends	and	a	few	of	the	other	members	on	our	team.		
	
I	am	both	honored	and	delighted	that	you	are	spending	this	weekend	in	my	committee	and	are	taking	the	
effort	to	learn	about	the	situation	in	Ukraine.	Growing	up,	I	lived	with	my	Ukrainian	great-grandmother	
and	grandma	 from	my	mother’s	 side.	My	 family	 in	Ukraine	hails	 from	Horodnystya,	which	 is	 from	 the	
Western	side	of	the	nation.	My	childhood	was	spent	filled	with	the	smells	of	fresh	holubtsi	and	pirozhki	
filling	my	kitchen,	the	sounds	of	traditional	music	and	the	Ukrainian	language	in	my	ears,	and	homemade	
psanskyy	filling	the	shelves.	My	Ukrainian	heritage	is	a	pride	and	honor	larger	than	life,	and	no	matter	what	
side	of	the	conflict	you	are	on,	it	is	so	important	to	learn	about	the	complex	and	harrowing	state	of	this	
beautiful	country	quite	literally	caught	in	a	dangerous	East-West	divide.	As	we	move	forward	with	debate,	
I	encourage	you	to	 learn	as	much	as	you	can	and	don’t	be	afraid	to	think	outside	the	box.	 I	am	looking	
forward	to	a	fantastic	weekend!	
	
Sincerely,		
	
Julia	Sanbe		
jmz76@miami.edu	
	
Director,	the	Russo-Ukrainian	War,	2016

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Introduction	
Prior	to	the	emerging	conflict,	Ukrainian-Russian	
relations	were	continually	strained	by	the	notion	
of	 Ukraine’s	 increasing	 interest	 in	 and	 growing	
relations	with	NATO	 and	 the	 EU.	 On	November	
21st,	 2013,	 former	 Ukrainian	 President	 Victor	
Yanukovych	announced	that	he	would	be	denying	
Ukraine’s	entrance	into	the	European	Union	in	an	
attempt	 to	 maintain	 Ukraine’s	 political	 alliance	
with	 Russia	 and	 stunt	 foreseen	 cultural	
westernization.	 Earlier	 that	 year,	 roughly	 one	
third	of	Ukrainians	surveyed	that	they	would	like	
Ukraine	to	enter	the	European	Union,	believing	it	
would	 increase	both	 the	economy	and	access	 to	
education	 within	 the	 nation.	 In	 the	 subsequent	
days,	 protests	 erupted	 in	 the	 capital	 square	 of	
Kiev,	 Maidan	 Nezalzhnosti.	 The	 protests	
ultimately	 resulted	 in	 the	 deaths	 of	 roughly	 72	
protesters	 and	 injuries	 of	 many	 other	 civilians	
due	 to	 police	 brutality	 and	 sniper	 attacks	 from	
Russian-aligned	 government	 agents.	 Following	
Russia’s	subsequent	invasion	of	Crimea	in	2014,	
Russian-Ukrainian	dissent	reached	a	boiling	point	
when	the	Donetsk	and	Luhansk	Oblasts	of	Eastern	
Ukraine	announced	separation	from	Ukraine	and	
their	 desire	 to	 be	 recognized	 as	 part	 of	 Russia.	
While	 Pro-Russian	 Ukrainian	 separatists	 argue	
that	Ukraine	 is	 culturally	 and	 economically	 tied	
closer	 to	 Russia,	 Ukrainian	 nationalists	 hold	
strong	 apprehensions	 and	 desire	 to	move	 away	
from	 Russian	 forces	 due	 to	 decades	 of	 cultural	
and	economic	oppression.	Of	these	instances,	the	
most	 notable	 would	 be	 the	 Holodomor,	 a	 man-
made	 famine	 caused	 by	 the	 Soviet	 Union’s	
overuse	 of	 Ukrainian	 food	 supplies	 and	
overworking	 of	 Ukrainian	 civilians	 in	 labor	
camps.	 Roughly	 around	 four	million	 Ukrainians	
lost	their	lives	in	the	Holodomor,	with	many	of	the	
living	 losing	 their	 culture	 as	 Ukrainians	 were	
forced	to	undergo	cultural	“Russification.”	Due	to	
its	 deadly	 and	 prolonged	 nature,	 Holodomor	
leaves	 a	 dark	 shadow	 on	 Russo-Ukrainian	
relations	 today.		 In	 addition	 to	 being	 the	 only	
ongoing	 conflict	 positioned	 entirely	 within	
Europe,	 the	 War	 in	 Donbass	 also	 holds	
significance	 as	 a	 prime	 example	 of	 a	 pseudo-
proxy	war	between	the	West	and	Russia.	
	
	
	

Committee	Structure	and	Functions	
This	committee	will	be	structured	as	a	crisis-style	
committee.	Delegates	are	encouraged	to	use	notes	
and	 letters	 to	 the	crisis	director	amidst	ongoing	
crisis	updates	to	test	their	problem-solving	skills	
and	network	with	other	delegates	in	order	to	gain	
power	for	their	respective	side	and	opinion	of	the	
conflict	 or	 pushing	 for	 peace.	 In	 addition,	
delegates	 must	 note	 that	 this	 is	 a	 historical	
committee	set	 in	2016	and	must	prepare	their	
research	accordingly.	
	
Current	Situation	
Though	the	conflict	has	continued	for	a	little	over	
2	years,	tensions	rage	on.	2016	has	brought	forth	
major	 developments	 on	 both	 the	 Russian	 and	
Ukrainian	sides	of	the	conflict:			
	
In	 April,	 NATO	 announced	 that	 they	 would	 be	
upping	special	forces	and	security	in	neighboring	
Baltic	 and	 Slavic	 nations,	 including	 Lithuania,	
Latvia,	Estonia,	and	Poland.	The	Baltic	states	were	
of	 notable	 concern,	 and	 over	 1,000	 troops	 have	
been	deployed	to	Poland	alone.	NATO	stated	the	
reasoning	 for	 the	 increased	 military	 security	 is	
“increased	 intimidation”,	 while	 United	 States	
President	Barack	Obama	publicly	stated	that	the	
United	States	would	be	giving	support	to	Poland	
by	deploying	Pentagon	4,200	 troops.	As	 talks	of	
possible	further	Russian	military	movement	and	
aggression	made	 their	way	 into	Western	Media,	
as	well	 as	 further	 involvement	 from	 the	 United	
States,	more	media	 outlets	 and	politicians	were	
discussing	the	role	of	Ukraine	as	a	classic	“East-
West”	 Proxy	 war	 between	 NATO,	 the	 EU,	 and	
Russia.	
	
Canada,	 publicly	 supporting	 the	 side	 of	 the	
Ukrainian	 forces	 since	 the	 Crimean	 Annexation	
first	took	hold	in	2016,	launched	a	full	campaign	
to	 send	 military	 aid	 and	 training	 to	 Ukrainian	
soldiers,	particularly	in	the	Donetsk	Autonomous	
Oblast	 region	 and	 city	 of	 Advika	 on	 the	
southeastern	border.		
	
In	 May,	 tensions	 and	 criticisms	 rose	 between	
Russian	 and	 Ukrainian	 media	 outlets	 following	
the	 end	 of	 the	 Eurovision	 Song	 Contest.	 Jamala,	
the	 representative	 from	 Ukraine,	 won	 with	 her	
breakout	 song	 “1944”	 detailing	 the	 horrors	 and	
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pain	 of	 the	 Crimean	 Tatar	 Genocide	 of	 1944,	
where	Russian-Soviet	officials	ruthlessly	killed	or	
deported	members	of	the	Crimean	Tatar	minority	
to	Central	Asia.	Prior	to	her	win,	Jamala	said:	“Of	
course	 it’s	 about	2014	as	well.	These	 two	years	
have	added	so	much	sadness	to	my	life”	and	urged	
Europeans	 to	 “show	 solidarity”	 with	 Crimean’s.	
After	 Jamala’s	win,	 Russian	media	 criticized	 the	
song	 contest	 as	 basing	 their	 winner	 off	 of	
“politics”	and	for	becoming	“too	political.”	In	July	
of	 2016,	 a	 NATO	 peace	 summit	 was	 held	 to	
discuss	 the	 ongoing	 violations	 of	 both	 the	2014	
and	 2015	 Minsk-Protocol	 ceasefire	 violations	
calling	for	peace	between	Russian	and	Ukrainian	
forces.	 Despite	 the	 efforts	 to	 uphold	 the	Minsk-
Protocol,	 automatic	 gunfire	 shootouts,	 artillery	
stockpiling,	 and	 grenade	 and	 missile	 launching	
are	all	common	in	Eastern	Ukraine.		
	
In	 September,	 updates	 on	 the	 status	 of	 the	
Malaysian	 Airlines	 flight	MH17	 shot	 down	 over	
Eastern	Ukraine	in	July	of	2014.	In	September,	it	
was	determined	that	the	missile	that	had	shot	the	
plane	down	belonged	to	Russian	forces	and	that	it	
had	only	later	been	moved	to	Ukrainian	territory.	
	
In	December,	the	Battle	of	Svitlodarsk	occurred	in	
the	 town	 of	 Svitlodarsk	 in	 the	 Donetsk	
autonomous	Oblast.	One	of	the	most	violent	and	
death-filled	 battles	 of	 the	 last	 year,	 the	 fighting	
took	 place	 between	 December	 18th	 and	
December	23rd.	Stories	of	how	the	battle	started	
differing	from	the	viewpoints	of	the	Pro-Russian	
separatists	 and	 Ukrainian	 special	 forces	 alike.	
According	 to	 Ukrainian	 Special	 Forces,	 Pro-
Russian	separatists	held	three	rounds	of	shelling	
against	the	current	positions	of	Ukrainian	Special	
Forces.	 Because	 the	 attacks	 originated	 from	
residential	 areas,	 Ukrainian	 forces	 could	 not	
respond	 in	 fear	 that	 further	 involvement	would	
escalate	the	violence	and	lead	to	a	greater	number	
of	 civilian	 casualties.	 	 However,	 according	 to	
Russian	 separatists	 the	 battle	 and	 shelling	 was	
started	by	the	Ukrainian	Special	Forces.	
	
Outside	 of	 Ukraine	 and	 in	 respect	 to	 Ukraine’s	
civilians,	the	ongoing	and	draining	impacts	of	war	
have	 been	 catastrophic	 for	 both	 the	 citizens	 of	
Ukraine	and	Ukraine’s	economy.	As	a	result	of	the	
conflict,	Ukraine	has	found	itself	in	the	midst	of	a	

full-on	 refugee	 crisis.	 	 As	 of	 2015,	 there	 were	
roughly	 about	 1,100,000	 internally	 displaced	
people	 in	 Ukraine,	 with	 an	 additional	 surge	 in	
asylum	seekers	outside	of	Ukraine.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Positions	
President	Petro	Poroshenko	
Petro	 Poroshenko	 currently	 serves	 as	 the	 5th	
president	of	Ukraine.	Poroshenko	was	instilled	in	
office	 following	 the	 ousting	 of	 former	 President	
Victor	Yanukovych	from	office	at	the	advent	of	the	
Euromaidan	protests.	Politically,	Poroshenko	has	
discussed	 further	 integration	 of	 Ukraine	 with	
Western	business	and	political	pursuits	including	
talks	 with	 both	 NATO	 and	 the	 European	 Union	
and	has	been	responsible	for	defending	the	nation	
during	 the	 crisis.	 A	 former	 businessman,	
Poroshenko	 is	 a	 notable	 oligarch	 colloquially	
referred	 to	 as	 the	 “Chocolate	 King”	 of	 Ukraine,	
referring	to	his	popular	chocolate	brand	Roshen.		
	
President	Barack	Obama		
As	 44th	 President	 of	 the	 United	 States,	 Barack	
Hussein	 Obama	 II	 has	 enjoyed	 a	 relatively	
amicable	 relationship	with	Ukraine	 even	 before	
the	 conflict.	 In	 2015,	 Obama	 stood	 before	 the	
United	 Nations	 and	 declared	 public	 support	 to	
Ukraine	 by	 declaring	 President	 Putin’s	
annexation	 of	 Crimea	 as	 a	 “blatant”	 violation	 of	
Ukraine’s	 “territory	 and	 sovereignty.”	 President	
Obama	went	on	to	further	provide	Ukraine	with	a	
security	and	aid	package	valued	over	100	million	
dollars	 and	 has	 recently	 imposed	 sanctions	 on	
Russia	due	to	the	crisis.		
	
Jamala		
Susana	 Alimivna	 Jamaladinova,	 professionally	
known	 as	 Jamala,	 is	 the	 2016	 winner	 of	 the	
Eurovision	song	contest.	Born	to	a	Crimean	Tatar	
father	 and	 Armenian	mother	 from	 the	 disputed	
Nagorno-Karabakh	(Artsakh)	region,	Jamala	is	an	
advocate	 for	 the	 Crimean	 Tatar	 minority	 in	
Ukraine	 and	 outspokenly	 Pro-Ukraine	 Crimea.	
She	 is	 the	 descendant	 of	 victims	 of	 the	 Tatar	
genocide.	 Her	 song	 “1944”	 which	 won	 her	 the	
2016	 Eurovision	 Song	 Contest	 was	 highly	
politicized	and	made	the	center	of	controversy,	as	
some	believed	that	the	song’s	message	(speaking	
out	 against	 the	 1944	 Crimean	 Tatar	 genocide)	
was	an	open	criticism	of	Russia’s	involvement	in	
Ukraine	at	the	time.		
	
President	Giorgi	Margvelashvili		
President	of	Georgia	and	 former	member	of	 the	
Georgian	 Dream	 Party.	 As	 President,	

Margvelashvili	 has	 also	 been	 known	 for	 his	
outspoken	 support	 of	minority	 rights,	 including	
LGBTQ+	citizens	and	ethnic	minorities.	President	
Margvelashvili	has	kept	close	ties	with	Ukrainian	
President	Petro	Poroshenko	as	the	two	maintain	
the	agreement	between	their	disputed	territories,	
Crimea	 and	 the	 Donetsk/Luhansk	 Oblasts;	 and	
Abhazkia	 and	 South	 Ossetia	 (Samachablo)	 are	
firmly	 under	 the	 sovereignty	 of	 Ukraine	 and	
Georgia,	 respectively.	 Consequently,	
Margvelashvili	 has	 publicly	 criticized	 Russia’s	
annexation	 of	 Crimea.	 Much	 like	 President	
Poroshenko,	 President	 Margvelashvili	 has	
routinely	 expressed	 interest	 in	 increased	
relations	with	 the	West,	 including	 the	European	
Union	and	NATO.	
	
Geoffrey	R.	Pyatt	
Geoffrey	 R.	 Pyatt	 serves	 as	 the	 current	 United	
States	Ambassador	 to	Ukraine.	Pyatt	has	openly	
expressed	 support	 for	 the	 Euromaidan	
protesters,	 and	 has	 publicly	 denounced	 the	
Russian	rebel	 forces	 in	Donetsk	and	Luhansk	as	
“terrorists.”	 In	 addition	 to	 his	 support	 for	 the	
Ukrainian	 protesters,	 Pyatt	 is	 also	 an	 avid	
supporter	of	a	Ukrainian	Crimea.	In	a	March	10th	
interview	with	 the	Ukraine	Crisis	Media	Center,	
Pyatt	stated	that	both	he	and	the	United	States	are	
“committed	to	viewing	Crimea	as	an	integral	part	
of	Ukraine.”	
	
Pavlo	Klimkin		
Pavlo	 Klimkin	 currently	 serves	 as	 the	 Foreign	
Minister	to	Ukraine.	Routinely	spoken	against	the	
annexation	 of	 Crimea,	 Klimkin	 often	 addresses	
the	 human	 rights	 complications	 and	 violations	
occurring	 within	 the	 Crimean	 Peninsula,	 most	
notably	 against	 wrongful	 imprisonment	 or	
capture	 of	 Crimean	 protesters.	 In	 addition	 to	
defending	Crimea’s	territorial	status	as	Ukrainian	
land,	Klimkin	is	also	concerned	with	the	conflict	
surrounding	 internally	 and	 internationally	
displaced	people.		
	
Mustafa	Dzemilhev	
As	 Chairman	 of	 Meijls	 of	 the	 Crimean	 Tatar	
People,	 Dzhemilev	 is	 in	 charge	 of	 the	 highest	
political	 representative	 body	 for	 the	 Crimean	
Tatar	 people.	 The	 Crimean	 Tatar	 people	 are	 a	
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Turkic	 ethnic	 and	 primarily	Muslim-faith	 based	
group	 native	 to	 the	 Crimean	 Peninsula.	 With	 a	
legacy	 of	 ethnic	 persecution	 behind	 them,	 the	
Crimean	 Tatars	 still	 struggle	 for	 autonomy	 and	
equal	 representation	 within	 Ukrainian	 systems.	
Recently,	 the	 Meijls	 have	 been	 one	 of	 many	
Crimean	or	Ukrainian	organizations	targeted	and	
subsequently	banned	by	the	Russian	government,	
outlawed	 as	 an	 “extremist	 organization”	
promoting	 “ethnic	 nationalism.”	 His	 outward	
Anti-Russian	 sentiment	 is	 not	 a	 new	
phenomenon,	as	he	was	also	a	Soviet	dissident	in	
his	youth.		
	
Vladimir	Putin		
Vladimir	Putin	 is	 the	current	Russian	President,	
with	 his	 term	 as	 President	 beginning	 in	 2012.	
Prior	 to	 his	 current	 term	 as	 president,	 Putin	
served	as	an	officer	and	Lieutenant	Colonel	of	the	
KGB	for	approximately	16	years,	and	also	enjoyed	
presidency	 from	 1998-2008.	 During	 the	 2014	
Euromaidan	 protests,	 Putin	 housed	 and	 offered	
political	 support	 to	 ousted	 former	 Ukrainian	
President	 Viktor	 Yanukovych	 as	 pro-Ukrainian	
government	and	anti-government	rebels	stormed	
Maidan	Square	in	Kiev.	Following	the	protests	in	
Kiev,	Putin	sent	unmarked	Russian	troops	to	the	
Crimean	port	city	of	Sevastopol	and	was	able	to	
overthrow	 the	 Supreme	 Council	 of	 Crimea.	
Following	the	annexation,	Putin	and	the	Russian-
Government	 maintain	 a	 strong	 grip	 on	 Crimea	
and	Eastern	rebel-controlled	Ukraine	as	the	war	
wages	on.		
	
Natalia	Poklonskaya			
Natalia	Poklonskaya	is	a	Russian	politician.	Born	
in	 Ukraine	 to	 Russian	 parents,	 Poklonskaya	
served	 as	 the	 former	 Prosecutor	 General	 of	
Ukraine	 from	 2002	 -	 2014.	 After	 the	 ensuing	
conflict,	Poklonskaya	resigned	from	her	position	
as	 Prosecutor	 General	 of	 Ukraine	 and	 was	
appointed	by	 the	Russian	government	 to	be	 the	
Prosecutor	 General	 of	 Crimea	 following	 its	
annexation.	After	her	appointment	to	Crimea,	the	
Ukrainian	 government	 declared	 Poklonskaya	
banned	as	a	highly	wanted	criminal	by	Ukrainian	
security	services.	As	of	2016,	she	currently	serves	
as	 the	 Deputy	 of	 State	 Duma	 within	 the	 State	
Duma,	 a	 chamber	 of	 Russian	 parliament.	 In	
addition	 to	her	political	powerless,	Poklonskaya	

has	seen	enormous	and	rather	odd	internet	fame	
within	 online	 anime	 communities.	 In	 2014,	
Poklonskaya	 saw	 an	 enormous	 boost	 in	
international	 online	 popularity	 following	 the	
virality	 of	 her	 March	 11th	 press	 conference	
uploaded	 to	YouTube.	Her	beauty	and	power	at	
such	 a	 young	 age	 allowed	 her	 to	 garner	 many	
Japanese,	Chinese,	and	American	fans	who	took	to	
various	 websites	 to	 upload	 user-generated	
artworks	of	her	in	an	anime	style.	Following	these	
uploads,	 many	 other	 internet	 users	 took	 the	
anime	artworks	and	shared	them	around	to	social	
media	as	a	meme.	This	status	as	an	internet	meme	
was	 further	 boosted	 by	 international	 news	
outlets.		
	
Viktor	Yanukovich		
Viktor	Yanukovich	formerly	served	as	the	fourth	
President	 of	 Ukraine	 before	 being	 ousted	 by	
Euromaidan	 protesters	 in	 February	 of	 2014.	
Following	his	ousting,	Yanukovich	fled	to	Crimea	
and	 eventually	 to	 Russia,	where	 he	 stayed	with	
Putin	 and	 the	 Kremlin	 for	 the	 duration	 of	 the	
conflict	while	giving	counsel	to	the	Russian	forces	
and	 side	 of	 the	 conflict.	 Prior	 to	 his	 term	 as	
President,	Yanukovych	served	as	governor	of	the	
Donetsk	 Oblast	 prior	 to	 its	 self-declared	
independence.		
	
Alexandr	Zakharchenko		
Alexandr	 Zakharchenko	 is	 the	 head	 of	 the	 Pro-
Russian	separatists	 in	Ukraine	and	both	head	of	
state	 and	 prime	 minister	 for	 the	 self-declared	
Donetsk	People’s	Republic.	The	Donetsk	People’s	
republic	 consists	 of	 most	 of	 the	 Eastern-most	
portion	 of	 Ukraine	 and	 has	 declared	 itself	
independent	 from	 Ukraine	 since	 May	 of	 2014.	
Zackharchenko	 has	 maintained	 a	 virulent	 anti-
Western	standpoint.	
	
Raul	Khajimba		
Khajimba	 currently	 serves	 as	 the	 President	 of	
Abkhazia,	a	partially	recognized	breakaway	state	
from	 the	 nation	 of	 Georgia	 in	 the	 Southern	
Caucasus.	 As	 head	 of	 Abkhazia,	 Khajimba	 is	
concerned	 with	 Abkhazian	 representation	 and	
recognition.	Khajimba’s	political	career	has	been	
routinely	backed	by	the	Kremlin	since	his	 initial	
run	 for	 Presidential	 office	 in	 2004.	 Much	 like	
Russian	President	Vladimir	Putin,	Khajimba	 is	 a	
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former	 KGB	 member	 and	 graduate	 of	 the	 KGB	
academy	 of	 Minsk.	 Though	 the	 rebel	 forces	 in	
Donetsk	have	expressed	recognition	of	Abkhazia	
as	an	independent	nation,	Khajimba	has	declined	
to	do	the	same	for	Donetsk	as	they	have	continued	
talks	 with	 Ukraine,	 who	 currently	 does	 not	 see	
Abkhazia	as	an	 independent	nation.	Khajimba	 is	
known	 for	 his	 extreme	 Pro-Russian/Abkhazian	
and	Anti-Georgian	sentiment.		
	
Sergey	Aksyonov		
Sergey	Aksyonov	currently	serves	as	Head	of	the	
Supreme	Council	of	Crimea.	Born	in	the	Moldovan	
SSR	 in	 the	 time	 of	 the	 Soviet	 Union,	 Aksyonov	
moved	 to	 Russia	 in	 order	 to	 start	 his	 college	
career.	After	the	fall	of	the	Soviet	Union,	Aksyonov	
maintained	a	strong	Pro-Russian	stance,	believing	
the	now-independent	Ukraine	to	still	be	a	vessel	
of	 the	 much	 larger	 and	 more	 economically	
developed	Russia.	Aksyonov	was	placed	as	Head	
of	 the	 Supreme	 Council	 of	 Crimea	 following	
Putin’s	 invasion	 of	 Sevastopol	 in	 2014,	 making	
him	the	highest	official	of	Crimean	parliament.	A	
controversial	 figure	 of	 Crimean	 politics,	
Aksyonov	is	also	rumored	to	have	connections	to	
multiple	Russian	crime	syndicates.	
	
Steven	Seagal		
An	American	actor	of	Russian-descent,	 Seagal	 is	
known	equally	for	his	close	affiliation	to	Russian	
President	Vladimir	Putin	as	he	is	for	his	eccentric	
behavior	 and	 roles	 in	 B-rated	 action	 movies.	
Seagal	has	gone	on	record	citing	Putin	as	“one	of	
the	 greatest	 world	 leaders.”	 In	 2013,	 Putin	
returned	 Seagal’s	 praises	 by	 proposing	 him	 to	
take	the	role	as	an	honorary	consul	of	Russia	 in	
both	Arizona	and	California.	He	has	recently	been	
granted	both	Russian	and	Serbian	citizenship.	In	
2014,	 Seagal	 gained	 the	 disdain	 of	 Ukrainian	
officials	 after	 publicly	 supporting	 Russian	
President	Vladimir	Putin’s	annexation	of	Crimea	
as	“very	reasonable.”	

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


