
	

April	9-10th,	2021	
	
	



 2 

Dear	Delegates,	
My	name	is	Jasmine	Ortiz,	and	I	am	a	junior	at	the	University	of	Miami	Frost	School	of	Music.	I	am	very	
excited	to	welcome	you	to	our	annual	high	school	conference,	MICSUN	IX!		

Here	is	a	little	about	me:	I	am	a	part	of	our	Professional	Music	Studies	(MPRO)	program	at	Frost,	majoring	
in	Musicianship,	Artistry,	Development	and	Entrepreneurship	(MADE),	with	minors	 in	political	science,	
music	business	and	songwriting.	I	was	born	in	New	York	City,	but	I	grew	up	in	the	Pocono	Mountains	region	
of	Pennsylvania.	I	am	a	proud	Latina	of	Puerto	Rican,	Salvadoran,	and	Spanish	descent.	Having	been	one	of	
the	 few	minorities	 present	 in	 a	 not	 so	 diverse	 community,	 I	 have	 grown	 to	 understand	 the	 immense	
importance	of	maintaining	pride	in	and	preserving	one’s	culture.	When	you	are	surrounded	by	a	lack	of	
understanding	 for	 the	 fundamentals	of	who	you	are	 -	 culture	 is	one	of	 the	 few	things	you	can	cling	 to.	
Bridging	the	gap	between	understanding	and	acceptance	becomes	of	the	utmost	importance.		

In	our	EU	Special	Committee	on	the	Secession	of	Catalonia,	issues	of	cultural	understanding,	equity	and	
inclusion	are	directly	at	play.	I	encourage	you	all	to	consider	this	in	your	research	and	execute	exciting	
plans	for	the	future	of	the	movement.	Getting	the	opportunity	to	discuss	topics	such	as	this	one,	is	why	I	
began	my	journey	with	Model	UN—to	further	diversify	my	education	and	my	understanding	of	the	world.	
Joining	 the	 team	my	 freshman	 year	 opened	 up	 so	many	 new	 horizons	 and	 has	 been	 one	 of	 the	most	
rewarding	engagements	thus	far	of	my	college	experience.	 	 	 	 	

When	I	am	not	attending	or	hosting	MUN	conferences	or	meetings,	I	am	usually	in	the	studio	writing	and	
recording	music	as	a	singer	and	songwriter.	I	am	also	a	senator	for	student	government	and	an	alumni	of	
the	Leadership	UMiami	program	at	the	Butler	Center.	 	

I	cannot	wait	to	meet	each	of	you,	hear	your	ideas,	and	help	to	direct	our	committee	in	lively	debate	over	
these	issues.	 	 	 	

Sincerely,	
	
Jasmine	Ortiz	
jxo405@miami.edu	
	
Director,	European	Union	

	 	



Introduction	
We	 are	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 the	 cultural	

revolution	of	the	century.	The	year	is	2017,	and	
the	 Catalan	 Independence	 Movement	 has	
never	seen	a	brighter	moment	in	history.	It	has	
been	 only	 two	 weeks	 since	 the	 independence	
referendum	was	 held	 by	 Catalonian	 parliament,	
and	 the	 Law	 on	 the	 Referendum	 on	 Self-
determination	of	Catalonia	was	passed.	However,	
there	are	talks	of	the	law	being	overturned	due	to	
questions	 on	 the	 constitutionality	 of	 counting	 a	
simple	majority	without	 obtaining	 at	 least	 50%	
minimum	voter	turnout.	With	voter	participation	
at	only	43%,	movement	leaders	are	struggling	to	
quell	dissent	against	their	decision.	Many	native	
Catalonians	 feared	 imprisonment	 or	 retaliation	
for	 participating	 in	 a	 vote	 on	 an	 “illegal”	
referendum,	 possibly	 increasing	 voter	
suppression.	 As	 members	 of	 the	 Catalonian	
parliament	and	Catalan	Independence	Movement,	
you	must	decide	what	comes	next.	While	support	
for	secession	is	at	an	all-time	high,	so	is	resistance	
from	the	Spanish	government.	

	

	
	

Every	single	one	of	you	are	at	risk	of	life-
long	 imprisonment,	 and	 removal	 from	 your	
positions.	 In	 order	 to	 preserve	 both	 your	 own	
lives,	 and	 the	 culture	of	Catalonia,	 you	must	 act	
quickly.	 With	 both	 crisis	 and	 GA	 elements,	
delegates	 will	 be	 tasked	 with	 responding	 to	
crises	in	the	moment,	in	addition	to	drafting	a	
plan	 on	 how	 to	 move	 forward	 with	 their	
secession	 movement.	 They	 can	 choose	 to	 go	
with	 or	 against	 the	 committee;	 either	 agreeing	
with	 the	 secession	 plans	 of	 their	 Catalonian	
colleagues;	 or	 instead	 leveraging	 their	 insider	
information	 with	 Spanish	 officials	 for	 higher	
positions	of	power.	This	action-packed	committee	
will	decide	the	fate	of	the	Catalonian	people	and	
their	regional	autonomy	for	decades	to	come.	

This	 specialized	 hybrid	 committee	 will	
focus	on	the	planning	and	execution	of	one	of	the	
most	 prominent	 Catalonian	 secession	
insurgencies	 against	 the	 Spanish	 government,	
carried	 out	 between	 October	 2017-June	 2019,	
culminating	 in	 the	 conviction	 of	 Catalonian	
independence	 leaders	 in	 June	of	2019.	After	 the	
trial	results	were	made	public	in	October	of	2019,	
more	 violent	 protests	were	 spurred	 throughout	
the	 region	 as	 a	 result.	 Our	 committee	 will	 take	
place	 beginning	 in	October	 of	 2017,	 but	 history	
may	 seem	 to	 rewrite	 itself	 depending	 on	 the	
actions	 of	 our	 faithful	 Catalonian	 resistance	
leaders.	

	
Topic	Background	

Throughout	 the	 past	 several	 hundred	
years,	 Catalonia	 has	 had	 a	 tumultuous	 history.	
The	region	contains	four	main	provinces:	Girona,	
Lleida,	 Tarragona,	 and	 the	 largest,	 Barcelona.	
Although	 Catalonia	 is	 one	 of	 Spain’s	 largest	
industrial	 hubs,	many	 Catalonians	 prefer	 to	 see	
themselves	as	citizens	of	their	region	rather	than	
of	 Spain	 as	 a	whole.	 This	 stems	 from	 the	 belief	
that	the	national	government	takes	more	in	taxes	
than	it	gives	back	to	the	region	and	promotes	an	
active	 erasure	 of	 their	 culture.	 This	 can	 lead	 to	
abrasive	 interactions	 between	 regional	 officials	
and	the	national	government.		

The	Catalonian	struggle	for	independence	
stems	 back	 centuries;	 starting	 in	 1714	 when	
Catalan	lost	its	independence	after	Barcelona	was	
seized	by	the	Bourbon	monarchy.	It	wasn’t	until	
over	 200	 years	 later	 in	 1931,	 that	 the	 region	
regained	 its	 autonomy;	 only	 to	 lose	 it	 again	 in	
1939	 when	 General	 Francisco	 Franco	 rose	 to	
power.	Franco’s	death	in	1975	marked	the	end	of	
his	 dictatorship,	 and	 Catalonia	 was	 granted	
autonomy	 under	 the	 new	 democratic	
constitution.	In	2006	the	region	was	granted	even	
more	 power	 by	 being	 described	 as	 a	 “nation”	
within	 a	 new	 statute,	 which	 was	 eventually	
removed	 in	 2010	 by	 the	 Constitutional	 Court.	
Concerned	by	the	constant	state	of	fluctuation	in	
the	rights	of	Catalonians,	separatist	leaders	held	a	
symbolic	 referendum	 in	 2014	 leading	 to	 an	
increase	in	regional	support	for	the	movement.	
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Current	Day	
The	symbolic	2014	referendum	led	to	a	legitimate	
referendum	in	2017	just	weeks	prior	to	the	start	
of	 our	 committee.	 A	 new	 Catalonian	 President	
was	elected	and	according	to	the	BBC,	over	90%	
of	voters	backed	a	split	even	though	voter	turnout	
was	only	43%	amid	a	boycott	by	unionists.		
	
Operation	Anubis	
This	police	operation	throughout	Catalonia	 took	
place	on	September	20th,	2017	and	was	created	
to	 dismantle	 preparations	 for	 the	 2017	
referendum	 on	 October	 1st.	 The	 Civil	 Guard	
searched	several	locations	where	the	Generalitat	
de	 Catalunya	 operate,	 and	 14	 people	 were	
arrested	 for	 their	 involvement	 in	 providing	
referendum	 infrastructure.	 Other	 community	
members	 involved	 in	 media	 companies	 and	
printing	operations	were	identified	for	providing	
ballot	materials.	 Several	 pro-secession	websites	
were	 taken	 down	 by	 the	 Spanish	 government.	
Widespread	protest	broke	out	against	the	actions	
of	the	Spanish	government	and	in	support	of	the	
arrested	 officials.	 Òmnium	 Cultural	 was	 a	 lead	
organizer	 in	 gathering	 over	 40,000	
demonstrators	surrounding	the	Catalan	economy	
department.	
		
Similar	Secession	Movements	
Lombardy,	Italy	
Home	 to	 the	 city	 of	 Milan	 and	 some	 of	 Italy’s	
wealthiest	residents,	the	region	of	Lombardy	has	
been	vying	for	independence	from	Italy	since	the	
early	 2010’s.	 Residents	 are	 frustrated	 by	 tax	
dollars	being	utilized	beyond	 local	 interests	and	
being	distributed	throughout	the	poorer	southern	
regions.	 However,	 only	 40%	 of	 voters	 actually	
backed	secessionist	legislation,	so	the	movement	
remains	on	the	fringe	of	the	political	spectrum.	
	
Veneto,	Italy	
The	 city	 of	 Venice	 provides	 quintessential	
tourism	to	the	Italian	economy,	a	leading	reason	
behind	 Veneto’s	 desire	 for	 self-determination.	
Movement	 leaders	 desire	 greater	 autonomy	 in	
deciding	 tax	 usage	 and	 rates	 apart	 from	 those	
determined	 by	 Rome.	Most	 voters	 do	 not	 agree	
fully	with	secession.	
	

Sicily,	Italy	
From	 2008-2012,	 a	 pro-secession	 party	 held	
office	on	the	island,	further	promoting	a	division	
between	 Sicily’s	 unique	 culture	 and	 that	 of	 the	
mainland.	 Traditional	 foods	 and	 customs,	
language,	 and	 local	 heritage	 influence	 the	
popularity	of	the	autonomist	movement	as	well.	
	
South	Tyrol,	Italy	
The	region	of	South	Tyrol	was	put	under	Italian	
rule	 after	 World	 War	 I.	 With	 a	 rich	 history	 of	
German	traditions	and	 language,	 this	region	has	
long	 desired	 reunification	 with	 Austria	 despite	
already	gaining	a	large	degree	of	autonomy	in	the	
1970s.	 In	 the	 50s	 and	 60s,	 activists	 employed	
guerilla	protest	 techniques	 including	a	bombing	
campaign.	 However,	 the	 majority	 of	 voting	
citizens	prefer	to	remain	somewhat	autonomous	
within	the	purview	of	Italy.		
	
Northern	Ireland,	United	Kingdom	
Since	 the	 1920s,	 Ulster	 nationalism	 has	 been	
lobbying	 for	 the	 independence	 of	 Northern	
Ireland	 from	 the	 UK.	 This	 movement	 is	 only	
popular	amongst	a	specific	minority	of	voters	and	
has	 never	 been	 supported	 by	 the	 area’s	 main	
political	 parties.	 The	 Anglo-Irish	 agreement	 of	
1985	led	to	a	resurgence	in	ideology,	but	it	never	
fully	picked	up	speed.	
	
Scotland,	United	Kingdom	
The	 Scottish	 National	 Party	 has	 been	 vying	 for	
independence	 since	 the	 early	 20th	 century	 and	
has	achieved	near-autonomy	since	1999.	As	one	
of	 the	 most	 polarized	 secession	 movements	 in	
Western	Europe,	over	84%	of	Scottish	voters	cast	
ballots,	 and	 44.7%	 were	 in	 favor	 of	 a	 2014	
independence	 referendum	 with	 55.3%	 not	 in	
favor.	The	UK’s	decision	to	leave	the	EU,	however,	
may	 spark	 greater	 secessionist	 sentiment	 in	
future	legislation.		
	
Wales,	United	Kingdom	
Since 1925, the Welsh nationalist party has 
fought for self-determination. Many citizens of 
Wales expressed support for the independence 
movement, with 25% in favor of full 
independence and 40% in favor of more 
autonomy.  
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Questions	Resolutions	Must	Consider	

1. What would an independent Catalonia 
look like? (Government, Structure, 
Commerce, Foreign Policy) 

2. How would secession positively or 
negatively impact the people of 
Catalonia? 

3. What would Catalonia’s relationship to 
Spain look like? 

4. How could Catalonia feasibly secede? 
(Referendum, military stand-off, help 
from allies) 

5. Think about Catalonia’s main sources of 
revenue. How would secession impact 
the economy of Spain and other trade 
partners? 
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Positions	
Dolores Bassa: Minister of Social 
Welfare, Employment and Family of 
Catalonia 
Dolores Bassa - a native of the small Catalonian 
town of Torroella de Montgrí, is the Minister of 
Social Welfare, Employment and Family of 
Catalonia in the Generalitat de Catalunya. She 
has done extensive work as a syndicalist with 
Unión General de Trabajadores, a major trade 
union of Spain. She is also passionate about 
education, government reform and is an activist 
for the secession movement. 
 
Meritxell Borràs: Minister of 
Governance, Public Administration and 
Housing of Catalonia 
Meritxell Borràs - Born in L'Hospitalet de 
Llobregat in 1964, Borràs is a pharmacist turned 
politician who serves as the Minister of 
Governance and Institutional Relations of 
Catalonia. She was appointed in 2015, after 
being elected to the Parliament of Catalonia as 
an electoral alliance candidate in 1995. Her 
experiences in the pharmaceutical sector have 
allowed her to found her own regional branch of 
the Nationalist Youth of Catalonia in the 1980s. 
This led to further experiences with civic 
engagement and leadership within the secession 
movement, such as her participation on the 
National Executive Committee of the same 
organization. Her mother, Jacint Borràs 
founded the Democratic Convergence of 
Catalonia (CDC) which is now known as the 
Catalan European Democratic Party (PDeCAT). 
Borràs has been a member of CDC since 1982, 
serving on several committees therein.  
 
 Jordi Cuixart: President of Òmnium 
Cultural 
Jordi Cuixart - the sitting president of Òmnium 
Cultural, a non-profit focused on preserving 
Catalonian culture, and achieving Catalonian 
self-determination and independence. It was 
founded in 1961, during Franco’s dictatorship to 
directly oppose increased persecution and 
censorship against Catalonians and their 
culture. Cuixart was born in 1975, in Santa 
Perpètua de Mogoda, and connects deeply with 
his roots in the region of Catalan. He is a 

businessman and avid activist, engaging with 
over 160,000 members of his organization 
throughout 40 branches within Catalonia.  
 
Carme Forcadell - President of the 
Parliament of Catalonia 
Carme Forcadell - the sitting president of the 
Parliament of Catalonia and a former high 
school teacher who is passionate about being an 
activist for Catalonian independence. As one of 
the key founders of the non-profit NGO 
Plataforma Per La Llengua, she is passionate 
about preserving the language and culture of the 
region she calls home - Catalonia. The 
organization’s main goals include increasing 
education on the language of Catalan itself, as 
well as doing outreach work for native speakers 
within other neighboring countries like 
Andorra, France, and Italy. Carme has also 
worked extensively with Òmnium Cultural 
through her position on its executive board. 
 
Joaquim Forn - Minister of the Interior 
of Catalonia 
Joaquim Forn - the current minister of the 
Interior since July 2017, and the former deputy 
mayor of Barcelona, where he was born in 1964. 
He graduated from the University of Barcelona 
with a degree in law, subsequently working at a 
law firm before continuing on a path of political 
activism. He joined the Democratic 
Convergence of Catalonia (CDC) and served in 
an elected position on the Municipality Council 
of Barcelona. He has been passionate about 
seeking Catalonian independence since his time 
at university; even participating in a protest 
against a Spanish Military parade that led to his 
arm being broken by the Policía Nacional in May 
of 2000.  
 
Oriol Junqueras - Vice President of 
Catalonia 
Oriol Junqueras - the sitting vice president of 
Catalonia since January 2016, and the former 
mayor of the small region of Sant Vicenç dels 
Horts. He is an academic and historian through 
and through, with a PhD in the History of 
Economic Thought and a Bachelor's degree in 
modern and contemporary history, despite 
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originally going to college for economics. 
Junqueras has been involved in political 
activism for much of his academic and 
professional career; first in joining student 
unions within the Autonomous University of 
Barcelona, and in becoming the president of the 
political action organization, the Republican 
Left of Catalonia (ERC). Prior to becoming vice 
president of the region, he also served on the 
Catalonian Parliament, and was elected to the 
European Parliament where he served until 
2012. 
 
Carles Mundó: Minister of Justice of 
Catalonia 
Carles Mundó - the current minister of justice of 
Catalan and a member of the Bar Association of 
Barcelona since 2006. He received a law degree 
and a master's degree in urban law from 
Pompeu Fabra University in 1999. In the same 
year, he was elected as a member of the ERC to 
the Gurb City Council, a position he held until 
2015. Mundó was the Director of the 
Department of Education's Cabinet from 
December 2003 to May 2006. He was the Head 
of the Department of Culture and Media from 
December 2006 to January 2008, when he was 
promoted to the Generalitat de Catalunya's 
Secretary of Media and Communication. During 
his time as the head of media and 
communication, he oversaw the transition from 
analog to digital television broadcasting in 
Spain. He was also the Catalan News Agency's 
CEO and a founding member of the Rights 
Association, an organization devoted to 
combating anti-Catalan sentiment in Spain. 
 
Raül Romeva: Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Institutional Relations, and 
Transparency of Catalonia 
Raül Romeva - the current minister of foreign 
affairs for the parliament of Catalonia. On 
January 14, 2016, he was appointed Minister of 
External and Institutional Relations and 
Transparency in the Catalan Regional 
Government by President Carles Puigdemont. 
He was a member of the European Parliament's 
Foreign Affairs Committee and the Women's 
Rights and Gender Equality Committee as well 
as the Iniciativa per Catalunya Verds, a branch 
of the European Greens. Romeva was also the 

leader of the pro-independence electoral list, 
Together for Yes (Junts pel Sí), in the Catalan 
parliamentary election of 2015.  
 
Josep Rull - Minister of Planning and 
Sustainability of Catalonia 
Josep Rull - a Catalan politician who has been 
the minister of planning and sustainability since 
2016. He joined the "Nationalist Youth of 
Catalonia" in Terrassa in 1986 and served as its 
general secretary between 1994 and 1998. He 
joined the Democratic Convergence of Catalonia 
political party in 1989. He worked as a 
collaborator with the Catalan Association of 
Municipalities' legal services from 1993 to 1995, 
and later as the head of the Board of Waste's 
Institutional Relations. In the 2003 municipal 
elections, he ran for the first time as the CiU list 
leader in the Terrassa City Council, where he 
was also the president of the CiU Municipal 
Group in the Consorcio Egarenc. 
 
Jordi Sànchez - President of the Catalan 
National Assembly 
Jordi Sànchez - current president of the Catalan 
National Assembly since 2015. He graduated 
from the Autonomous University of Barcelona 
with a degree in Political Science in 1991. He was 
a board member of the Catalan Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting from 1996 to 2004 and was 
linked to Iniciativa per Catalunya Verds for 
many years. He became the Jaume Bofill 
Foundation's deputy director in 1996, and then 
its chairman in 2001. In 2010, he left the 
foundation to work as an aide to Rafael Ribó, the 
ex-leader of the ICV eco-socialists and the 
Catalan Ombudsman. He has taught at various 
universities and is a part-time lecturer at the 
University of Barcelona. From 1983 until June 
1993, he was the leader and spokesman of the 
Crida a la Solidaritat (Call for Solidarity), which 
he co-founded with Àngel Colom.  
 
Jordi Turull - Minister of Presidency & 
Government Spokesperson of Catalonia 
Jordi Turull - current minister of presidency of 
Catalonia and member of the Together for 
Catalonia (Junts per Catalunya) political party. 
Turull was born in the Spanish town of Parets 
del Vallès. He joined the Nationalist Youth of 
Catalonia in 1983 and Convergència 
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Democràtica (CDC) in 1987 after earning a law 
degree. He served on the Parets del Vallès City 
Council from 1987 to 2003, and in the municipal 
elections of 1991, 1995, and 1999, he led the 
Convergència I Unió (CiU) list. 
 
Ramona Barrufet: Fourth Secretary of 
the Parliament of Catalonia 
Ramona Barrufet - born in Juneda, Garriges, in 
1959, she is the current secretary of the 
parliament of Catalonia and a University of 
Lleida's School of Teaching graduate. Barrufet 
has worked as a music and French teacher and 
has taught at the Dominiques de Juneda College 
for over a decade in addition to her eleven years 
as a teacher at the Maristes Montserrat de 
Lleida School. Her interest in secession politics 
stems back to the 1980s when she joined the 
Democratic Convergence of Catalonia (CDC) in 
1981. Her advocacy work ties into her 
membership in both the Federation of 
Education Workers and Together for Yes (Junts 
pel Sí).  
 
Mireia Boya: President of the Popular 
Unity Candidacy 
Mireia Boya - current president and member of 
the national secretariat within the Popular 
Unity Candidacy (CUP) as well as Catalonian 
parliamentarian. She graduated from the 
Autonomous University of Barcelona with a 
degree in Environmental Sciences in 2002, a 
master's degree in Landscape Design in 2004 
and a PhD in Land Management and Planning 
from the Université de Montréal in 2009. In her 
professional life, she works as a consultant and 
adjunct lecturer ("asociada") at Pompeu Fabra 
University's Humanities Department. Boya was 
the first member of the Catalonian Parliament 
to speak in Aranese within the body, and Jusèp 
Boya Busquet, her brother, has been the 
Generalitat's general director of Archives, 
Libraries, Museums, and Heritage since 
January 2016. 
 
Lluís Corominas: President of the Junts 
pel Sí parliamentary group 
Lluís Corominas - Current president of Together 
for Yes (Junts pel Sí) and practicing lawyer for 

over a decade. He has been a member of the 
Catalan Parliament since 2003 and was born in 
Castellar del Vallès in 1963. He has also served 
as the second vice president of Catalonian 
parliament in addition to his roles as vice-
president of the Catalan Fund for Development 
Cooperation, vice-president of the Vallès 
Occidental Regional Council, mayor of Castellar 
del Vallès, and as national councilor of the 
Catalan Association of Municipalities from 1995 
to 2004. 
 
Joan Josep Nuet: Third Secretary of the 
Parliament of Catalonia 
Joan Josep Nuet - currently the third Secretary 
of the Parliament of Catalonia in addition to his 
role as a member of the Catalan Communist 
Party (PCC) since 1986. In January 2010, he was 
elected as secretary-general of the PCC. Since 
the Communists of Catalonia were founded in 
November 2014 in a merger with the PCC, he 
has served as their secretary-general. From 
June 2012 to June 2019, he served as the United 
and Alternative Left's coordinator general and 
from December 2006 to February 2011, he 
served in the Spanish Senate as an appointed 
member. From December 2011 to October 2015, 
he was a member of the Congress of Deputies, 
and starting in October 2015 he became a 
member of the Parliament of Catalonia. 
 
Anna Simó: First Secretary of the 
Parliament of Catalonia 
Anna Simó - current secretary of Catalonian 
parliament as well as a member of the 
Republican Left of Catalonia (ERC), and former 
Minister of Social Welfare and Family Affairs. 
She was elected president of the ERC within 
L'Hospitalet de Llobregat 1996, a position she 
held until 2002. Simó worked for the 
Consortium for Linguistic Normalization from 
1990 to 2003, after graduating from the 
University of Barcelona with a degree in Catalan 
philology. Since 1990, she has been a member of 
the Esquerra Republicana de Catalunya and the 
Comissions Obreres trade union, and she has 
gradually become involved in political activities 
within the Catalonian independence 
movement.  
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