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A Letter from Your Secretary General 
Dear Delegates, Faculty Advisors, and Friends, 

My name is Aidan Bhattacharya, and it is my 
sincere pleasure to serve as Secretary General 
for the sixth session of the Miami International 
Conference for the Simulation of the United 
Nations. I am humbled to extend an invitation to 
all high school advisors and delegates on behalf 
of the University of Miami Model United 
Nations Team to take part in an exciting and 
engaging weekend of debate, cooperation, and 
camaraderie. 

My love of MICSUN starts with the first 
conference I staffed as a freshman at the 
University. Currently, I am a senior studying 
Mathematics and Economics. I have competed 
through Model UN for 7 years, starting back in 
my sophomore year of high school. Since my love of MUN began in high school 
conferences, I have always enjoyed the ability to support high school Model UN 
programs. This coming April 7-9, I hope to provide a phenomenal weekend 
encouraging new thoughts, questioning the status quo, and fostering new friendships. 

MICSUN VI will act as a platform for growing minds to gather and new perspectives 
to disseminate. We will see novel solutions applied to widely shared problems. I 
would like this conference to challenge those who attend to think more critically of the 
world around us, the global issues we face, and the ways we can begin to affect 
positive change. 

The University of Miami Model UN Team eagerly awaits hosting you at the sixth 
annual MICSUN. We will be here to ensure the satisfaction of all delegates and 
advisors throughout the process of the entire conference. On behalf of the secretariat, 
the team, and all of our fantastic volunteers, I assure you we will work ceaselessly to 
bring you the best conference in our collective ability. 

I look forward to greeting you all and seeing this conference become reality this April. 

Thank you, 
Aidan Bhattacharya 
Secretary General MICSUN VI 
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Conference Schedule 
 

Friday, April 7th 

3:30-5:15 p.m. 
4:00-5:00 p.m.	  
5:30-6:00 p.m. 
8:00-8:30 p.m. 
6:30-9:30 p.m.	  

 
 

9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  
10:00-10:30 a.m. 

1:00-2:00 p.m.	  
2:00-6:00 p.m. 
4:00-4:30 p.m.	  
6:00-6:30 p.m. 
6:30-8:30 p.m.	  
8:30-9:30 p.m.	  

Conference Registration, SSC Promenade 
GA/Crisis Trainings, Activities & Iron Arrow	  
Opening Ceremonies, SSC Ballrooms 
Advisor Meeting 
Committee Session I 
 
Saturday, April 8th 
Committee Session II 
Advisor Meeting	  
Lunch	  
Committee Session III 
Advisor Meeting	  
Committee Break	  
Committee Session IV	  
Delegate Social 
	  
Sunday, April 9th	  

9:00-11:00 a.m.  
12:00-2:00 p.m.	  

Committee Session V 
Closing Ceremonies	  

	  
	  

Committee Room Assignments 
UNEP     Law School F209 (Sat) / SSC Ballroom Center	  
UNODC    Law School F200 (Sat) / SSC Ballroom West	  

WHO    Law School F309 (Sat)/SSC Ballroom East	  
UN Women    SSC Activities Room/Law School F109 (Sun)	  

ECLAC     SSC Iron Arrow Room	  
SPECPOL    SSC Senate Room	  

People Person’s Crisis    SB 
Ad-Hoc    AGB 

Advisor Room    SSC Vista Room	  

SSC: Shalala Student Center	  
AGB: Aresty Graduate Business Building 
SB: Stubblefield Building	  



Architects of MICSUN: The 2017 Secretariat 
Secretary General – Aidan Bhattacharya 

Aidan is a senior studying Mathematics and Economics with 
minors in Chemistry and English. He plans to leverage his 
quantitative and economic background to forge a career in 
analytics or risk. Coming from New Jersey, he is far better at 
pumping his fist than pumping his gas, but after a few years he 
became decent at fueling a gas tank. His love of Model UN dates 
back to his first year as a delegate in his sophomore year of high 
school. He worked his way from a MICSUN volunteer three years 
ago, USG of Conference Services after that, Director General last 
year, and he is privileged to be this year's Secretary General. He 

plans to deliver nothing short of excellence for all delegates and advisors this April. 
 
 
Director General – Alfonso Cuellar 

Alfonso, more commonly known as Pocho around UM, is a 
sophomore majoring in Physics, Mathematics, and Political 
Science with a minor in Italian. Born and raised in Bogota, 
Colombia but having lived in the US for five years, Pocho has 
developed a personal culture that grasps from both. He plans to 
use his education to push him towards the stars - literally, since he 
dreams of being an astronaut and setting foot on Mars. Pocho is a 
Resident Assistant in one of the freshman residential colleges and 
a President's 100, the university's ambassadors who give out 
campus tours. Pocho believes his brain is an encyclopedia of both 

soccer and superhero knowledge, and he is more than willing to put that to the test 
during the conference so feel free to stop him during the conference to discuss either 
(and any other topic). He cannot wait to meet you and help make MICSUN VI an 
incredible experience for all who attend! 
 
 
Chief of Staff – Atharv Patwardan 
Atharv is a sophomore majoring in Neuroscience with minors in Chemistry, Political 
Sciences, and Public Health. Hailing from Saratoga, California, he traveled all the way 

to Miami in search of a great pre-medical program. In 
addition to being a member on the UM Model UN team, 
he is also involved in research and volunteers at Sadhana 
Village, which focuses on providing housing and care for 
mentally challenged adults and education for indigenous 
children. In his spare time, Atharv likes to mix things up 
by playing soccer and breakdancing. He cannot wait for 
MICSUN to begin and is excited to meet you all the 
conference! 
 



	  

 
 Under-Secretary General of Administration and Policy 
– Karthik Meiyappan 
Karthik is a freshman studying Microbiology and Political science 
with a minor in Chemistry. He lived in Seattle for most of his life 
but flew to the other corner in search of a good pre-med program. 
Other than being on the travelling MUN team for UM, Karthik 
also does medical research. Coming from an Indian family, 
Karthik knows how to keep it spicy while on the books, which is 
why he sings in Tufaan, a Hindi-English fusion a capella group. 

He loves to talk to anyone and everyone, whether in English, Chinese, or Tamil. He is 
pumped to meet all of you and cannot wait for MICSUN to begin. 
 
Under-Secretary General of Business – Erika Vasant 
Erika is a freshman at University of Miami, currently majoring in Marketing in the 
Business School. She has participated in Model United Nations all four years in high 

school and currently at University of Miami’s Model UN 
team as well. She also loves activities involving her culture 
such as participating and organizing events for the Indian 
Students Association and representing the freshmen in ISA. 
Additionally she actively contributes and loves the Canes 
Crossfit Club at the University. Erika loves sharing her 
thoughts and advise on college choices, and actually made 
the decision to commit to UM at MICSUN, so please don’t 
hesitate to reach out, she’s very excited to meet you all! 

 
Under-Secretary General of Marketing – Diya Vasuvedan 

Diya is a Junior studying Journalism with minors in Political 
Science and International Studies. She plans to pursue a career 
in broadcast journalism, but is open to all areas in the field of 
communication. Having been raised across four different 
countries (India, China, Taiwan and Singapore) not including 
America, she is from everywhere and nowhere. However, she 
considers Singapore to be home. Aside from Model United 
Nations and academics; she is an anchor for UMTV’s news 
show Newsvision and a reporter for NewsBreak as well as a 
contributing writer for The Miami Hurricane. Unsurprisingly 

you will catch her in a corner Snapchatting, clicking pictures and documenting every 
moment on social media. So enjoy have a good time and know that she will be 
watching you. She's looking forward to meeting you all, hoping this will be a fun, 
productive and all around dry humour filled (as long as she's around) MICSUN! 



Under-Secretary General of Conference Services and 
Returning Schools – Valerie Macaulay 
Valerie, goes by Val, is a sophomore studying Economics 
and Finance with a minor in Political Science. She has lived 
in the 305 for a whooping 19 years but has family hailing 
from Bolivia (the last name really gives it away) and the 
deep South. There is nothing that Val enjoys more than 
some comical memes and a quality nap (anywhere anytime). 
So, make sure your speeches in committee are interesting or 
else she will doze off. Aside from MUN, Val is involved in 

Student Government, Miami International Relations Association, and even 
goes to class. She loves to make conversation and is always willing to help, so 
feel free to stop her during MICSUN and pray that she knows what she is 
doing.  
 

Under-Secretary General of Delegate Relations and 
New School Outreach – Chidera Nwosu 
Chidera is a sophomore studying Biochemistry, 
Mathematics, and Economics. Around campus, Chidera is 
an ambassador for Donate Life Alliance Organ Recovery 
Agency for the Miller School of Medicine, and serves on 
the eboard of UConnect - a peer-based research platform. 
Chidera's primary career objective is medicine hence her 
science-oriented background. Coming from a Nigerian 
upbringing but hailing from Palm Beach, FL., Chidera 
values quenching the thirst of knowledge. On her spare 

time, Chidera learns Yoruba (but speaks Igbo), python and trains in Tae Kwon 
Do. Feel free to stop Chidera throughout the days of conference for a simple 
question or a quick laugh to cool off nerves. 
 

 
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

The University of Miami Model United Nations Team 
The University of Miami’s Model United Nations Team is ranked 8th 
on the World Circuit and competes nationally in prestigious 
conferences. It is widely recognized as an excellent opportunity to 
develop speaking skills, improve problem solving and rhetorical ability, 
and gain greater knowledge of the world. The UM MUN Team is 

constantly looking for new talent, 
and hosts a tryout conference 
called ‘Canes Conference every 
semester. All interested students 
are invited to attend and 
demonstrate their ability.  If you 
are attending or the University of 
Miami in the future, and are 

interested in participating in MUN at the college level, we hope you’ll 
try out for our team!  
	  
MICSUN Philanthropy: Dress for Success Miami 
Dress for Success Miami 
empowers women to achieve 
economic independence by 
providing a network of support, 
professional attire and the 
development tools to help 
women thrive in work and in 
life. Through its dedicated 
services and programs Dress for Success addresses every phase of a 
woman’s career—from being unemployed and searching, to recently 
employed and adjusting, to gainfully employed and succeeding. Our 
programs transition women towards self-sufficiency by addressing their 
social and economic needs in relation to work, home and community. 
Each woman is a success story: she has gone from unemployment to 
economic independence. Since 1994, Dress for Success Miami has 
assisted over 35,000 women re-entering the workforce. For more 
information, visit www.dfsmiami.org. 



MICSUN	  History:	  Excellence	  in	  Leadership	  

Secretary Generals 
Secretary General 2012 – Aida Ramirez 
Aida was the inaugural Secretary General for MICSUN in 2012. Her 
passion for Model UN and global affairs resulted in the founding of 
MICSUN as an interactive conference for high school students. Aida 
has an affinity for all things Swedish. It is her hope that delegates 
work collaboratively, and carry on that collaborative spirit with 
them beyond MICSUN. 
Secretary General 2013 – Cristina Garcia 
Cristy was the Secretary General for the 2nd MICSUN conference, 
proving that MICSUN would be more than a one-hit wonder. She is 
not a student at the University of Miami School of Law with an 
interest in intellectual property. She hopes that delegates will 
immerse themselves in the experience and gain strong critical 
thinking skills over the course of the weekend. 
Secretary General 2014 – Perihan Elbadrawi 
Perry was the Secretary General for the 3rd MICSUN conference, 
hosting our largest number of delegates to date. She graduated from 
University of Miami with a degree in Economic, Political Science, 
and International Studies with a minor in Business Law. She has 
served as a MICSUN chair and MUN Head Delegate. When she’s 
not studying, Perry is plotting to take over the world, Claire 
Underwood style. She hopes delegates will carry the passion for 
global problem solving with them in their time after MICSUN. 
Secretary General 2015 – Alejandra Meneses  
Alejandra is originally from Caracas, Venezuela, but she grew up in 
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. She graduated form the 
University of Miami majoring in Advertising and minoring in 
Marketing and Broadcast Journalism. Alejandra works in Miami for 
and plans to apply to grad school. She has a passion for dogs and 
avocados. It is her hope that during conference, you learn how to 
become a more engaged global citizen, gain personal leadership, and 
have fun. 
Secretary General 2016 – Daniel Moubayed 
Daniel was the 5th Secretary General of MICSUN, and hopes all of 
the delegates attending enjoy the rich traditions of the conference. 
Daniel has been graduated with a Bachelors of Science degree, 
completing his honors thesis on digital privacy laws, and now works 
as an investment-banking analyst for JP Morgan & Chase. He hopes 
that delegates truly learn the value behind exposure to international 
problem solving and seek to carry on these values with them in their 
time beyond MICSUN. 



	  	  

The MICSUN VI Secretariat and Staff would 
like to thank the following people and 

organization for helping to make MICSUN 
possible: 

Devika Milner, Advisor 

Patricia Abril, Faculty Advisor 

Dr. William Scott Green, Senior Vice Provost & 
Dean of Undergraduate Education 

The University of Miami Model UN Team 

The Shalala Student Center Staff 
	  


